Olga Kafetzopoulou assumed her duties as Secretary General for Vocational Education, Training and Lifelong Learning at the Greek Ministry of Education, Religious Affairs and Sports on 31 July 2024. In this capacity, she also serves as Chair of Greece’s Central Council for Vocational Education and Training (KSEEK).

She holds a Diploma in Chemical Engineering from the National Technical University of Athens (NTUA) and two postgraduate degrees, in Environmental Hygiene and Business Administration.

Her professional career, which began in 1993, spans more than three decades in vocational education and training, lifelong learning and public administration. She has held positions of responsibility in the Organisation for Vocational Education and Training, public vocational training institutions, the National Centre for Public Administration and Local Government, and the Ministry of Education, with a focus on VET policy and planning, European and international programmes, administration and human resources development.

Since 2016, she has played a leading role in the design and development of Greece’s Post-Secondary Year – Apprenticeship Class for vocational education graduates, a scheme combining vocational education with structured workplace learning and supporting the transition to employment.

From January 2021 to July 2024, she served as Director for the Planning and Development of Vocational Education, Training and Lifelong Learning at the Ministry of Education, with responsibilities including policy design, strengthening links between education and the labour market, and monitoring European and international developments in the field.

She has contributed to VET studies and policy work, including on training quality, skills development and qualifications, and has served as scientific coordinator of relevant study and planning teams. She has also participated as a speaker and trainer in national and international seminars and conferences.

At European and international level, she is Greece’s national representative at the meetings of Directors-General for Vocational Education and Training (DGVT) and on the EU Advisory Committee on Vocational Training (ACVT). She is also a National Expert for VET at the OECD, a member of Cedefop’s Community of Apprenticeship Experts, National Coordinator for the European Alliance for Apprenticeships benchlearning exercise, and Official Delegate of WorldSkills Greece. She was recently appointed as Greece’s member of the Governing Board of the European Training Foundation (ETF).

