
Future Of Education 2045
Finland 2024-2025

Secretariate:
Venla Bernelius, Senior Specialist, Ministry Of Education And Culture
Tommi Karjalainen, Ministerial Adviser, Ministry Of Education And Culture
Lucina Hänninen, Head Of Unit, National Agency For Education



We have already exceeded our

planetary boundaries.

How do we teach the

new generation to create

sustainable ways of life?



Traditional jobs may not be available

for all in the future.

What do we need to teach in 

schools to give relevant skills

and to motivate pupils? 



Lack of mental wellbeing is the number

one reason for absences and exclusion

for the young.

How can schools prepare

pupils to find a sense of 

purpose and well-being?



Democracies are increasingly being

threatened by social polarization and 

conflicts.

What kinds of competences

can divert risks of 

misinformation and conflicts?



Vision for 2045: Where do we want education

to take us?

• Need for vision: the current and emerging global social, ecological, 

technological and economic tectonic shifts, and educational crisis of the 

young people, demonstrate a deep need to redefine education – they also 

demonstrate that “more of the same” will not be enough to fix these 

problems, and we need to redefine the purpose of education

• Otto Tähkäpää: “lack of future”: Young peoples’ future hope and sense of purpose 

and meaningful life

• A long-term vision to serve as a direction vector and a point of reference 

in the future horizon, as basis for development work and the coordination 

of strategic goals 

• Delegation of 46 experts appointed by the Minister of Education: a diverse 

group that brings a range of perspectives from futures studies to business 

and local education administration, chaired by researcher Katri Saarikivi

• Thematic groups: learning and skills, ecological and social sustainability, 

technology and AI

• International reflection with the OECD’s High-Performing Systems For The 

Future – Education for Human Flourishing project, to ensure resonance with 

the emerging global futures
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• The project aimed at inclusivity, momentum, and finding 

common future threads and levers for change through methods 

of co-creation: inclusive dialogues (national “Timeout”-dialogue 

method), online forums in several languages, seminars and 

other events to engage diverse stakeholders.

• Key activities included:

• Online Brainstorming Platform: The tool allowed citizens to 

contribute ideas and perspectives, and the brainstorming platform in 

September 2024 collected nearly 4000 responses from teachers, 

parents, pupils and citizens

• National and Regional Dialogues: Events across Finland ensured 

grassroots-level engagement. 8 large dialogue events (including 

multilingual school, Sami education and immigrant perspectives)

• Continuous website interaction, pupil engagement, dialogue cards 

for organisations, podcasts etc.
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The basic school is Finland’s most important institution for the 

future. Its role is not only to prepare young people to adapt to 

expected changes in the future, but also to equip them to change 

the world and reshape future. The vision for the basic school is 

founded on sivistys, meaningfulness, the common good, agency, 

and hope.

The crises surrounding us show that we need strong social 

development to complement technological advances. In our 

vision, the basic school responds to this challenge: learning is 

humanity’s opportunity to evolve.

In this vision, the school is both a community and a transformative 

force. It empowers every child and young person to live a 

meaningful life and to build a shared future in ways that are both 

socially and ecologically sustainable. The future school is for life: a 

meaningful life for everyone, life together and life on the planet.
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Orientation of the vision



• The vision is supported by the enduring strengths of the Finnish basic school — strengths 

upon which new developments can be created. Recognizing what must be preserved is 

essential in order not to lose these assets in a rapidly changing world. A common, free 

public school for all and motivated, academically trained and skilled teachers form a 

globally strong foundation for the future of meaningful education. New or newly 

emphasized elements in the vision include, in particular:

• A strong emphasis on community: Our era is characterized by increasing individualization, and 

many forces are pushing both schools and society toward greater fragmentation. The role of the 

basic school in this vision is to strengthen communities that also make room for individuality.

• Skills for change and life skills: Alongside strong foundational skills, there is an increasing need for 

ethical capacities, the ability to understand oneself and others, and the ability to sustain hope in 

uncertain circumstances. These new skills are also essential for a sustainable economy.

• Meaningful life: The school supports a meaningful life by helping each learner discover what is 

meaningful to them — things that also matter to others. A meaningful life aims toward the common 

good.

• Well-being: Well-being is a prerequisite for learning, and learning creates well-being. The school is a 

community in which perseverance is learned. It is a place where one can succeed and fail safely.

• Respect for all life on the planet and planetary boundaries: Nature is present in schools both as a 

personal and strengthening relationship with the natural world, and as an understanding — visible in 

all school activities — of the need to respect the boundaries of our planet.
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Future-proofing strengths and new vision 

elements
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