
Social economy in Mazovia ð
support for activities for people with 

disabilities



Mazovian Voivodeship in figures:

Å Area amounts to 35 558,47 km², which 

accounts for 11,4% of the total area of 

Poland.

Å 5 510 618 inhabitants, of which 52,1% 

women and 47,9% men. 

Å Average age of inhabitants is 41,9 

Å 58,6% of inhabitants of Mazovia are of 

working age, 19,4% in pre-working age, and 

22,0% in post-working age. 

Å 12,2% of inhabitants are persons with 

disabilities.

Å Unemployment stands at 4,1%

Å 1 011 413 entities of the national economy,  

including 654 663 natural persons 

conducting business activity.

Å 33,5% of inhabitants have higher education, 

34,6% secondary education, 15,3% 

vocational education.



Mazovian Centre for Social Policy (MCPS) -

organisational unit of the self -government, 

responsible for creating social policy in the 

region .

Its responsibilities include:

Å Addiction prevention

Å Senior policy

Å Counteracting violence

Å Social research

Å Training for social welfare staff

Å Development of social economy sector

Å Support for persons with disabilities

Å Support for persons with mental disorders

Å Support for people experiencing 

homelessness

Å Adoption

Å Foster care

Å Development of social services

Å Support for foreigners



Å Red colour ïsocial economy entities operating exclusively for people with disabilities

Å Green colour ïsocial economy entities that can also conduct activities for the benefit of 

people with disabilities

Mazovian social economy sector 

in figures:

Å Occupational Therapy 

Workshops ï88

Å Vocational Activity Centres ï10

Å Social Integration Centres ï21 

Å Social Integration Clubs ï21

Å Non-profit limited liability 

companies ï33

Å Social cooperatives ï155

Å Social Cooperatives of Disabled 

and Blind Persons ï12

Å NGOs ï16 600

Å Rural Housewives' Circles ï2520

Å Social enterprises ï100 



System of supporting people with disabilities in 

the social economy sector

ǒOccupational Therapy Workshops (WTZ)

MCPS supports

Å trainings, 

Å networking activities,

Å Mazovian WTZ Forum,

Å awards ïMazovian Brand of Social Economy,

Å joint initiatives ïe.g. cooperation with the  

State Folk Ensamble of Song and Dance 

ĂMazowszeò,

Å grant competitions for NGOs.

Å are a separate organisational and financial facility that 
provides social and vocational rehabilitation to people with 
disabilities who are unable to work, giving them the 
opportunity to acquire or regain skills necessary to take up 
employment.

Å WTZ participants must have a disability certificate.
Å WTZs are financed 90% from the State Fund for the 

Rehabilitation of People with Disabilities (PFRON) funds and 
10% from self-government funds. 

Å are non-profit activities; any income from the sale of 
products and services provided by workshop participants is 
allocated, in consultation with the participants, to cover 
expenses related to their social integration.



System of supporting people with disabilities in 

the social economy sector

ǒVocational Activity Centres (ZAZ)

MCPS support

Å financing ïapprox. 20 000 000 per year

Å networking activities,

Å awards ïMazovian Brand of Social Economy,

Å grant competitions for NGOs.

Å conduct social and vocational rehabilitation of people with 
disabilities and run business activity. 

Å they are not an independent legal entity, but an 
organisationally and financially separate unit that has 
obtained a status of a vocational activity centre.

Å ZAZs can be established by: a commune (gmina), a district 
(powiat), a foundation, an association or other social 
organisation.

Å ZAZs can benefit from a favourable system of co-financing 
from PFRON and local government funds. 

Å Income from business activities and tax exemptions of the 
centre must be allocated in full to the centreôs equity fund.

Å ZAZ participants ïpersons with disabilities, 70% of whom 
were diagnosed with a moderate or severe degree of 
disability



System of supporting people with disabilities in 

the social economy sector

ǒSocial Integration Centres (CIS)

MCPS support

Å financing ï10 000 000 PLN per year,

Å networking activities,

Å awards ïMazovian Brand of Social Economy,

Å trainings.

Å created by local self-government (gmina, powiat) and NGO, 
social cooperatives

Å they aim at social and vocational reintegration of people at 
risk of social exclusion including people with disabilities ï
approx. 10% of participants 

Å CIS do not have legal personality; they operate as separate 
units within the institutions or organisations that created 
them

Å there is no employment relationship between CIS and 
participants

Å CIS participants do not have the status of unemployed, they 
receive from CIS an integration benefit (120% of the 
unemployment benefit)

Å CIS conduct paid activities, but they are not treated as 
business activity



System of supporting people with disabilities in 

the social economy sector

ǒSocial cooperatives

MCPS support

Å networking,

Å awards ïMazovian Brand of Social Economy,

Å trainings,

Å financing ïsubsidies for job creation from EU 

funds in case of transformation into a social 

enterprise,

Å grant competitions for NGOs.

Å prioritise social objectives over economic profit

Å their main goal is to provide work for their members

Å a social cooperative can be established by people who are 
socially excluded or at risk of social exclusion (unemployed, 
homeless, addicted, mentally ill, released from prison, people 
with disabilities ) and legal entities ïnon-governmental 
organisations, local self-governmental units or church legal 
entities

Å social cooperatives can apply for one-off subsidy from the 
Labour Fund to establish a cooperative, they can take 
advantage of available funds from PFRON or EU - European 
Social Fund, as well as can apply to a poviat office for a refund 
of social security contributions.



System of supporting people with disabilities in 

the social economy sector

ǒSocial enterprise

MCPS support

Å networking,

Å awards ïMazovian Brand of Social Economy,

Å trainings,

Å financing ïsubsidies for job creation from EU 

funds in case of transformation into social 

enterprise,

Å grant competitions for NGOs.

Å its activities are carried out for the benefit of local development 
and are aimed at social and vocational reintegration of people at 
risk of social exclusion or the provision of social services

Å at least 30% of its employees are socially excluded people (this 
may include people with disabilities)

Å profit or balance surplus is used for development of a social 
enterprise and, to a certain extent, for vocational and social 
reintegration

Å follows democratic management rules
Å employs people based on an employment contract, or a 

cooperative employment contract ïat least 3 persons
Å implements a reintegration process for employees from groups at 

risk of social exclusion



Å Financing of the creation and activities of 
Vocational Activity Centers (ZAZ)

Financial support for social economy 

sector in the context of supporting people 

with disabilities

Å Co -financing of the construction and 
expansion of facilities for the rehabilitation of 
people with disabilities

Over 13 100 000 PLN from PFRON

Over 4 000 000 PLN from MCPS

New ZAZ in 2026 ï3 800 000 PLN
2025

Approx. 17 000 000 PLN from PFRON

50% own contribution

14 contracts concluded
2025



In 2025 grant competitions for NGOs were carried out, aiming 

at improvement of the vocational and social functioning of 

people with disabilities through: rehabilitation, educational 

and vocational support, cultural, sports and social initiatives. 

Other MCPS activities for people with disabilities

3 500 000 PLN from PFRON
2025

Moreover:

- organising and conducting integrated activities for people with 

disabilities and their environment, including support with assistance 

dogs,

- organising activities aimed at integrating people with disabilities 

into the labour market, including vocational internships.

1 350 000 PLN from 

Regional Self-government 

funds

2025
Over 2 000 

people 

benefited 

from support



Budget: for 2024 -2027 - 34 552 941 EUR

EU funds from EFS+ for 2021 -2027 for Social 

Economy Support Centres (OWES)

Å creating jobs for people at risk of social exclusion, 

including people with disabilities in social enterprises 

Å since 2024, 345 jobs were created in social enterprises, 

including 68 for people with disabilities


