Application of evaluation findings to enhance
policy making

Roles, functions and models of What Works Centres in knowledge generation and
management

Joanna Hofman, Director of Research and Evaluation, Ipsos UK
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What constitutes an Evidend&ased Practice
(EBP) In social policy?

A LYy YSRA Cohsgiéhtiodsiiexplicit, artd judicious use of the best current
evidence in decisiemaking about car&?
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are complicated, thusve should broaden what we accept as evidence

A EBP definitions share elementsgyrbgrammeevaluation:

I EBP is designed to maximise likelihood that impacts are due
to programme itself
I EBP has sufficient sample size

I EBP shows effects that are statistically significant
I EBP utilises outcome measures that make sense l




Evaluate and improve practice; Produce primary evidence; Synthesise
existing evidence

EVIDENCE GENERATION
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A There were over: ]
i HYyy SOARSYOS NBUASGa LINPRAdzZOSR 2NJ O:
I 48 systematic reviews produced or commissioned by the Cehtres

EDUCATION: CRIME PREVENTION:
ST SRS RN oo el = s tilelsl | A Parental conflict support EIF review
when pupil numbers fall below ~20 shaped £30m programme tackling harmful
Ability grouping harms low attainers, who conflict in disadvantaged familiés

make less progress than in mixadility
classes EMPLOYMENT:

Repeating a year is usually harmful, with A Postjob loss retraining is more effective
disadvantaged pupils most negatively for re-employment and earnings than pre
affected, widening inequalitie’s layoff outplacement service's




They fund projects and evaluations to fill the
gaps and help build the evidentase

Pilot Study: In Progress Efficacy level evidence: In Effectiveness Trial: In Progress Efficacy Trial: In Progress

Can-Do Maths - pilot Progress Mastering Maths - trial Maths-for-Life - trial

There are over 70 cawston s Taneg s GetFurthers Gose
ongoing projects Programme - il

funded by the

Education

Endowment Fund P 1 = o et e i
(including 6 in the

post-16 age group e 8RS approach to Tutor Trust - pilot The EEF has funded over 1(
category)? SOSE Maths resits of all education trials in the

Association of Colleges W 0 rl d
1 in 3 English schools have
participated in EEF trials




Translate evidence; Disseminate evidence; Implement evidence

EVIDENCE TRANSLATION



Evidence comparison toolkits support the use of
evaluation results to shape policy

Examples of such toolkits include: o
A Teaching and Learning Tooll@HF* - -

oooooooo

A What works to prevent children and Youth Employment Toolki
young people becoming involved in et e e T

violence f{_EPf‘r’ orove | [T | —
A Crime reduction toolkitCoP ©

A Youth Employment ToolkiYEF?  ~ [T To] s [efealesa] o [¢ [ee[eer]

Apprenticeships impact
- N Fuidance shengih
BBHE co

Baslc skills training

impoct
Evidance shtengih
BE  co


https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit
https://youthendowmentfund.org.uk/yef-toolkit-what-works-to-prevent-youth-violence/
https://www.college.police.uk/research/crime-reduction-toolkit
https://youthfuturesfoundation.org/tools/youth-employment-toolkit/

Guidelines present evidence in accessible forme
for commissioners and practitioners

Oral heaith assessment tool
ata Comyderad by I

2 NICESmaes

Improving oral health for
adults in care homes
A quick guide for care

4123 s oyl Potn wgane o 4 S

home managers

Source: NICE (2018)

A WWC translate evidence into short,

userfriendly manuals with clear,
actionable steps

NICE is a longstanding leader in
guideline production across clinical,
public health and social care topics

A There is a growing number of sector
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The Network was launched to ensure that spending and practice in public
services is informed by the best available evidence

THE USE OF EVIDENCE
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Examples of achievements (202818)*

Education

Policing and crime

NFLiCIeR=EARGIIEG:  Teaching Assistants
NICHERICGRNSNIeSSs  EEF evidence showed
trials showed strong structured smaligroup

impact; it was rolled ou support boosts
o7 Ne I M=ol [SaNeliiytly'  attainment; now used in
schools 900+ schools

64% of school leaders
use the EEF Teaching an
Learning Toolkit

Violence deterrent Bodyworn camerasg
toolkit ¢ YEF evidence CoP trial with 2,000+
used by 20 police forces; Feliile=lER plolW=le Befel/i
Government requires R Reelgl sl ET IR o1 (]
spending on proven to all 22,000 Met Police
approaches frontline officers

20,000 members of the
police community

receive What Works
updates via the CoP
aSYOSNBRQ | dzo




How to examine evidence and the steps involved

TOOLKIT EXAMPLE
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The European Platform for Investing in Children
(EPIC) helped identify and share best practices

Source: Hofman &chweppenstedd@016)1°
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