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1. National Institute for Health and 
Care Excellence (1999)

2. Education Endowment Foundation
3. College of Policing ς WWC for 

Crime Reduction 
4. WWC for Local Economic Growth 
5. Wales Centre for Public Policy
6. Centre for Ageing Better 
7. Centre for Homelessness Impact
8. Youth Futures Foundation 

(employment)
9. Foundations (WWC for Children & 

Families, 2022)

²Ƙŀǘ ²ƻǊƪǎΩ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎƘŀǇŜŘ ¦Y ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
design and delivery

Source: What Works Network 1 
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What constitutes an Evidence-Based Practice 
(EBP) in social policy?

Å Lƴ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ άconscientious, explicit, and judicious use of the best current 
evidence in decision-making about careέ 2 

Å Lƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ƛƴ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ΨŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩ ς human interactions 
are complicated, thus we should broaden what we accept as evidence

Å EBP definitions share elements of programme evaluation:

ï EBP is designed to maximise likelihood that impacts are due 
to programme itself

ï EBP has sufficient sample size
ï EBP shows effects that are statistically significant 
ï EBP utilises outcome measures that make sense
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EVIDENCE GENERATION

Evaluate and improve practice; Produce primary evidence; Synthesise 
existing evidence
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²Ƙŀǘ ²ƻǊƪǎΩ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
policy and practice

Å There were over:
ïнуу ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²Ƙŀǘ ²ƻǊƪǎΩ /ŜƴǘǊŜǎ

ï 48 systematic reviews produced or commissioned by the Centres 1

CRIME PREVENTION:
Å Parental conflict support ς EIF review 

shaped £30m programme tackling harmful 
conflict in disadvantaged families 1

EDUCATION:
Å Smaller classes boost attainment, but only 

when pupil numbers fall below ~20
Å Ability grouping harms low attainers, who 

make less progress than in mixed-ability 
classes

Å Repeating a year is usually harmful, with 
disadvantaged pupils most negatively 
affected, widening inequalities 1

EMPLOYMENT:
Å Post-job loss retraining is more effective 

for re-employment and earnings than pre-
layoff outplacement services 1
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They fund projects and evaluations to fill the 
gaps and help build the evidence-base

There are over 70 
ongoing projects 
funded by the 
Education 
Endowment Fund 
(including 6 in the 
post-16 age group 
category) 3

The EEF has funded over 10% 
of all education trials in the 

world
1 in 3 English schools have 
participated in EEF trials 1 
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EVIDENCE TRANSLATION

Translate evidence; Disseminate evidence; Implement evidence
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Evidence comparison toolkits support the use of 
evaluation results to shape policy

Examples of such toolkits include:

Å Teaching and Learning Toolkit (EEF) 4

Å What works to prevent children and 
young people becoming involved in 
violence (YEF) 5

Å Crime reduction toolkit (CoP) 6

Å Youth Employment Toolkit (YFF) 7

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit
https://youthendowmentfund.org.uk/yef-toolkit-what-works-to-prevent-youth-violence/
https://www.college.police.uk/research/crime-reduction-toolkit
https://youthfuturesfoundation.org/tools/youth-employment-toolkit/
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Guidelines present evidence in accessible format 
for commissioners and practitioners

Å WWC translate evidence into short, 
user-friendly manuals with clear, 
actionable steps

Å NICE is a longstanding leader in 
guideline production across clinical, 
public health and social care topics

Å There is a growing number of sector-
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ όŜΦƎΦ 99CΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 
ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ²²/ ŦƻǊ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΩǎ 
advice for employers) 1

Source: NICE (2018) 8
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THE USE OF EVIDENCE

The Network was launched to ensure that spending and practice in public 
services is informed by the best available evidence
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Nuffield Early Language 
Intervention (NELI) ς EEF 

trials showed strong 
impact; it was rolled out 
to 2/3 of English primary 

schools

Teaching Assistants ς 
EEF evidence showed 

structured small-group 
support boosts 

attainment; now used in 
900+ schools

Body-worn cameras ς 
CoP trial with 2,000+ 
officers showed 33% 

fewer complaints; scaled 
to all 22,000 Met Police 

frontline officers

Violence deterrent 
toolkit  ς YEF evidence 

used by 20 police forces; 
Government requires 
spending on proven 

approaches

64% of school leaders 
use the EEF Teaching and 
Learning Toolkit 

20,000 members of the 
police community 
receive What Works 
updates via the CoP 
aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ Iǳō

Examples of achievements (2013-2018) 1
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TOOLKIT EXAMPLE

How to examine evidence and the steps involved
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The European Platform for Investing in Children 
(EPIC) helped identify and share best practices 9

Source: Hofman & Schweppenstedde (2016) 10


