
ESCO
The European Classification of Skills, 
Competences and Occupations

Francesco Losappio
DG EMPL, Unit E1

24-06-2025



What is ESCO?

ESCO works as a dictionary

describing, identifying and 
classifying professional 

occupations, skills, and 
competences

relevant for the EU 
labour market and 
education and training

Available in 28 languages (all official 
EU languages plus Icelandic, 
Norwegian, Ukrainian, and Arabic)

Showing the relations between occupations 
and skills  i.e. listing essential and optional 
skills for each occupation

• Freely accessible on the ESCO portal.

• Data can be downloaded in various file 
formats or accessed via API



ESCO EUROPASS

ESCO Structure



OCCUPATIONS PILLAR
3039 Occupations

SKILLS PILLAR
13939 Skills/Competences & Knowledge

ESCO Structure



ESCO Hierarchy 



6. Skilled, 
agricultural, 

forestry and fishery 
workers

61. Market 
oriented skilled 

agricultural 
workers  

612. Animal 
producers

6121. 
Livestock and 

dairy producers

6121.6
shepherd

6121.2
equine yard 

manager

ISCO OCC 
Groups

ESCO OCCs

Example of ESCO Hierarchy



ESCO collections: state of play 



ESCO use cases - How is ESCO used?



ESCO needs to be updated continuously because of:

• Changes in the labour market

• Changes in curricula

• Changes in terminology

• Changes in the requirements of IT applications

 Taxonomy enrichment in line with Labour Market trends

 Improvements driven by data evidences

 AI techniques to support content and quality updates

Continuous improvement of ESCO



Minor vs. Major ESCO update



ESCO v1.2. Methodology



Use of AI in ESCO - Integrated approach

Process 
data

• Clean, translate, cluster extracted candidate concepts
• Map candidates to ESCO concepts

Statistics

• Aggregate candidate concepts across sources
• Summarise aggregates with metadata (e.g., geographical, sectoral, temporal coverage)

Expert
• Taxonomy management: validate and draft content applying taxonomy design principles
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Add metadata (e.g. ISCED-F, 
NACE, country, …)
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Areas of focus for future improvements



THANK YOU!
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