
SECTION 00

GAZA STRIP: OVERVIEW OF POPULATION AND 
EDUCATION SITUATION

28 JUNE 2024

Data and analyses collected by the ETF from various sources. 

The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of the source institutions and 

do not necessarily reflect the views of the ETF or the EU institutions.



Overview

*        UNRWA Situation report no.111 ,5 June 2024
**      OCHA 26 June 2024, Day 264
***     EU, UN, World Bank, Gaza Strip - Interim Damage Assessment Summary Note - March 29, 2024

         Disclaimer: The UN has so far not been able to produce independent, comprehensive, and verified casualty figures; the current numbers have been provided by the    

         Ministry of Health or Government Media Office in Gaza and the Israeli authorities and await further verification.

~75%
of population

internally 
displaced 

(1,7m)*

100%
students with 

no access 
to education

(625k)**

88% of
school buildings

 sustained damages
(497/563 schools)**

$341m
damages to 
education 

infrastructure***

https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-111-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-Jerusalem
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-26-june-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-strip-interim-damage-assessment-summary-note-march-29-2024-enarhejp


1. Population & internally displaced 
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0-19 years 60+ years

**   UNRWA Situation report no.111 ,5 June 2024

* for 2023; see Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Total population*

4.5%40.4%

2.26m

19-59 years

44.2%

~75%

Internally displaced
(approx. 1.7mil**)

https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-111-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-Jerusalem
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/site/lang__en/881/default.aspx


2. Damaged school buildings and affected students & teachers*

22%

Direct hit

55%

Damaged
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of school buildings 
with sustained 

damages**

88%

12%

Likely damaged

of students directly affected by 
the damaged schools (448K)*>76%

of teachers directly affected 
by the damaged schools (17K)*66%

of school building are used as IDPs 
shelters and/or sustained damage*69%

*    Source: Damaged Schools Dashboard - Gaza 2023 (Updated on 28 June. 2024). Based on initial reports from Cluster partners, UNOCHA, UNRWA, and results of observation exercise by     
      ECAT. Direct hit: at least one school building has been directly hit and al least one damaged school structure has been identified within school premises; Damaged: at least one school    
      building has been identified within 30m of the school building. This could indicate severe damage to school structures. A hit within school premises but not directly to a building (for 

      example: a hit to school playground) is classified under this category. Likely damaged: at least one damaged site has been identified within 70-100m of the school buildings, this could 
      indicate minor damages to school infrastructure. 

**   OCHA 26 June 2024, Day 264

of students have no access to 
education due to closure since 
7 Oct 2023 (625K)***

100%

https://gis.unicef.org/portal/apps/dashboards/c6e0bfd744164b2f84276071b1a83e78
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-26-june-2024
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*    Education under attack in the Gaza Strip, Education Cluster, Save the Children, UNICEF, 31 Jan 2024. Map provided by the same source As indicated, data sources are  
      provided by cluster partners, UNOCHA, UNRWA and results of observation exercise conducted by the Education Cluster Assessment Team. 
      See Damaged Schools Dashboard - Gaza 2023 (Updated 3 June 2024) and Education Cluster, Verification of damages to schools (3 June 2024).

**   The percentage of directly affected students is calculated by ETF using the total number of students that used to attend the schools with sustained damages in Gaza (as % of total   
      students; the Statistical Yearbook of Palestine (2003), Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS). 

88%

of students directly affected by the 
damaged schools (463K students)**>76%

of total school buildings with 
sustained damages (563 schools)*

number of directly 
affected students 

% of damaged 
schools

5
57%

90%

88.6%

87%

18%

2.1: Impact on education infrastructure and students* 

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/education-under-attack-gaza-strip-30-january-2024
https://gis.unicef.org/portal/apps/dashboards/c6e0bfd744164b2f84276071b1a83e78
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/verification-damages-schools-based-proximity-damaged-sites-gaza-occupied-palestinian-territory-update-4-3-june-2024
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2688.pdf


2.2: IDPs, damaged schools, emergency funding gap in education 
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Sources: IDPs UNRWA Situation report no.111 ,5 June 2024; Schools: OCHA 26 June 2024, Day 264;Funding gap in education: UNICEF Situation report, 29 May 2024   
 
  

https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-111-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-Jerusalem
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-26-june-2024
https://www.unicef.org/documents/state-palestine-humanitarian-situation-report-no-26-29-may-2024


3: Emergency needs and infrastructure damage assessment in   

    education   
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Funding gap in education 60%

in direct damages in education 
infrastructure$341m

in direct damages to the overall 
infrastructure (equal to 97% of total 
2022 GDP) **

$18.5b

*     UNICEF Situation report, 29 May 2024 
**   EU, UN, World Bank, Gaza Strip - Interim Damage Assessment Summary Note - March 29, 2024

emergency funding needs 
requirements in education

$29,6m

Emergency needs* Damage assessment**

https://www.unicef.org/documents/state-palestine-humanitarian-situation-report-no-26-29-may-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-strip-interim-damage-assessment-summary-note-march-29-2024-enarhejp


4.1: Other insights
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of electricity availiabity – full blackout*0 

hours

of the road network is damaged**65%

of the business facilities have been 
destroyed or damaged***80%

*     OCHA 26 June 2024, Day 264; see also OCHA Electricity in the Gaza Strip
**   UNOSAT 14 June 2024
***  World Bank, Gaza Strip Interim Damage Assessment, 29 March 2024

of the population are projected to face 
crisis or worse level of food 
insecurity*

95%

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-26-june-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/page/gaza-strip-electricity-supply
https://unosat.org/products/3883
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/14e309cd34e04e40b90eb19afa7b5d15-0280012024/original/Gaza-Interim-Damage-Assessment-032924-Final.pdf


4.2: Further insights
Impact

▪ The impact of the ongoing Israeli military 
operation in Gaza is equivalent to the 

impact of a 17-year blockade and previous 
military operations combined (UNCTAD,  

2024).

▪ The unprecedented level of destruction 

has made most parts of Gaza 
uninhabitable – as shown by satellite 

images of the damages, combined with 
nighttime lights (see p.9 UNCTAD,  2024).

▪ Even under an optimistic scenario of 10 
per cent average annual growth in Gaza, it 

will take over a decade for GDP to return 
to its 2006 level (see p.13, UNCTAD, 
2024). 

9

Current situation:

▪ Education partners highlight the need for 

the protection of schools and education 
facilities from attacks, and prioritizing 

education as an essential programme, for 
the protection and well-being of children*

▪ Public education infrastructure had already 
deteriorated significantly before 7 October. 

Many schools had been damaged or 
destroyed in successive rounds of 
hostilities, further increasing pressure on 

education facilities due the increased 
number of students. The shortage had an 

impact on the quality of education.**

▪ According to a study by Save the Children 
International, after 15 years of blockade, 
four out of five children in Gaza say they 
are living with depression, grief and fear **

Gaps:

▪ Education response remains significantly 

underfunded, receiving only 40% of its 
requirements ($29.6M)*  

• UNICEF Situation report, 29 May 2024 
**      Gaza Education Cluster Response Plan, January 2024. 
***     Education under attack in the Gaza Strip, Education Cluster, Save the Children, UNICEF, 31 Jan 2024. Map provided by the same source As indicated, data sources are  

         provided by cluster partners, UNOCHA, UNRWA and results of observation exercise conducted by the Education Cluster Assessment Team. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/preliminary-assessment-economic-impact-destruction-gaza-and-prospects-economic-recovery-unctad-rapid-assessment-january-2024-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/preliminary-assessment-economic-impact-destruction-gaza-and-prospects-economic-recovery-unctad-rapid-assessment-january-2024-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/preliminary-assessment-economic-impact-destruction-gaza-and-prospects-economic-recovery-unctad-rapid-assessment-january-2024-enar
https://www.unicef.org/documents/state-palestine-humanitarian-situation-report-no-26-29-may-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-education-cluster-response-plan-january-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/education-under-attack-gaza-strip-30-january-2024


Gaza: selected indicators
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Source: all indicators from UNCTAD (2024) Preliminary Assessment of the Economic Impact of The Destruction In GAZA Rapid Assessment. As indicated, 2023 data refer mainly to 
UNCTAD calculations. 

* See UNICEF PALESTINE EDUCATION FACT SHEETS | 2022
 

2006 2022 2023 2006–2023 
(% change)

2022–2023 
(% change) 

Population (thousands) 1 349 2 166 2 227 +65% +3%

GDP per capita (2015$) 2 691 2 723 2 068 -23% -24%

Unemployed workers (%) 35% 45% 79% +128% +75%

Poverty (%) 39% 65% 96% +146% +48%

Completion rate, Secondary level* 63%

Out of school rate, Secondary level* 17%

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/preliminary-assessment-economic-impact-destruction-gaza-and-prospects-economic-recovery-unctad-rapid-assessment-january-2024-enar
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022Palestine-Education-Fact-Sheet-2022FINAL.pdf
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Gaza: education and labour market indicators (2022)

Gaza Palestine (Total)

Completion rate, Basic education * 88% 86%

Completion rate, Secondary level* 62% 62%

Out of school rate, Secondary level* 25% 22%

Unemployment rate (female)** 45.3% (67.4%) 24.4% (40.4%)

Youth Employment (unemployment)** 35.9% (62.6%) 62.3% (36.1%)

Employed in Service Sector ** 49.8% 34.1%

Sources: *  UNICEF PALESTINE EDUCATION FACT SHEETS | 2022
               ** Palestinian Labour Force Survey Annual Report: 2022

https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022Palestine-Education-Fact-Sheet-2022FINAL.pdf
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2658.pdf


The effects of conflicts on education & labour markets:

Evidence from Palestine and Gaza
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Title Conclusions Area Period of analysis Source

“Conflict exposure and labour 

market outcomes: Evidence from 
longitudinal data for the Gaza 

Strip”

• Conflict reduces labour income and the 

number of hours worked in the private sector.
• Conflict reduces the labour supply by 

worsening the workers' health conditions.

• Conflict reduces the labour demand by lowering 
the local-level economic activity.

Labour markets 2013-2018 Michele Di Maio & 

Valerio Leone 
Sciabolazza (2023)

“Learning The Hard Way: The 

Effect of Violent Conflict on 
Student Academic Achievement”

• Conflict reduces the probability of passing 

the final exam, the total test score, and the 
probability of being admitted to university.

• The effect of conflict varies with the type and 

the timing of the violent events the student is 
exposed to and it is not significant for students in 

the upper tail of the test score distribution.

Education 2000–2006 Tilman Brück, Michele 

Di Maio, Sami H 
Miaari (2019)

“How educational choices 

respond to large labor market 
shocks: Evidence from a natural 

experiment”

• Examine the effect of a negative shock to work 

in Israel on Palestinian youths schooling 
outcomes.

• The high school dropout rates in the West 

Bank declined among male but not female 
students following the closure of Israeli labor 

market.
• The closure reduced the opportunity cost of 

attending school by lowering job employment 

prospects for school dropouts.

Education /

 Labour markets

1999 to 2006 Ayhab F. Saad, Belal

Fallah

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0927537123001148
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0927537123001148
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0927537123001148
https://academic.oup.com/jeea/article/17/5/1502/5292664
https://academic.oup.com/jeea/article/17/5/1502/5292664
https://academic.oup.com/jeea/article/17/5/1502/5292664
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0927537120301056
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