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The European Learning Model

and related services



Power Skills 

Intelligence

Reduce Market 

Fragmentation

Remove 

barriers to 

recognition

The European Learning Model is intended to



Beneficiaries of the European Learning Model
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Learning Provider 
I have several courses in my course 

catalogue and want to make them 

visible on the Europass platform by 

using the ELM

Employer 
I want to check if a qualification is 

valid in my country and what the 
level is of that specific qualification

I

Credential evaluator
I want to understand what a 

qualification represents. Using one 

single data model, i.e. the ELM, to 

describe them, qualifications and 

credentials are transparent and 

comparable

ELM

Learner 
I want to find the most 

appropriate course for me 



The use of the ELM by Implementers

I provide data on 

learning 

opportunities and/or 

qualifications, 

structured 

according the 

European Learning 

Model

I have several courses 
in my course catalogue 
and want to make 
them visible on the 
Europass platform

The Data is visible 

in the national (and 

regional 

qualification 

databases)

Data provider

Evaluators can understand 

and verify what a 

qualification represents



Benefits ELM 3.0 (I)

• One stable model addressing all levels and forms of learning

• Data providers can use ELM within national context, but they are not obliged

• Built on open standards and linked open data

• Native in all 29 Europass languages including French

• Uses familiar frameworks, classifications and taxonomies (e.g. EQF, NQF, ESCO and ISCED-f)

• Allowing for rich data – 400+ property fields (without restriction – only a few properties are compulsory)

• Supports data exchange and credential recognition

• Long-term support version of the data model



Users of the ELM
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Learners
The sixth thing we do to 
prepare and manage stuff 
before we start a project 

BeneficiariesImplementers

Data platforms
The second thing we do to 
prepare and manage stuff 

before we start a project 

Data providers
The first thing we do to prepare 

and manage stuff before we 
start a project 

Learning providers

Employers
The fourth thing we do to 
prepare and manage stuff 
before we start a project 

Public institutions
The third thing we do to prepare 

and manage stuff before we start 
a project 

ELM



Design Brief
for an

Effective Learning 

Standard



Addresses all Levels of Education



Aligned with European Recognition 

Instruments



Captures 

Formal, Non-

Formal & 

Informal



Applicable to the

whole course lifecycle



Interoperable



Free & Open Source



A new Meta-Model for 

Interoperability

Extend the scope, purpose and use
Qualifications Metadata Schema
(legislative basis)



“
”

The Europass Learning Model is the 

connective tissue for skills and 

qualifications data in Europe



European Learning Model



Learning outcomes in the ELM: important to know  

28

The user will be able to 

VERB, at LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT, in a CONTEXT

Linked to a skills 

taxonomy
Linked to a 

competence 
framework

Linked to an 

occupational 
framework



ESCO, national and/or sectoral frameworks and Learning outcomes

• What is the link with ESCO and with national and/or sectoral frameworks?

• Referencing to ESCO is supported by the data model 

• Other referencing can be mapped to ELM (e.g. DigComp, ROME)

29



Learning outcomes in the ELM: important to know  
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The user will be able to 

Speak English, at proficiency level B2, as an engineer.

Linked to a skills 

taxonomy
Linked to a 

competence 
framework

Linked to an 

occupational 
framework

ESCO skill Common European
Reference Framework

For Languages

ESCO occupation/
category



LEARNING OUTCOMES – MAIN ISSUES

• Duplication of text across different data fields

• Lengthy learning outcomes (750 words)

• Generic learning outcomes

• Learning outcomes not tagged with frameworks (ESCO/DigCOmp)



Learning Outcomes in 
Qualifications data in Europass



Learning Outcomes in European 
Digital Credentials for Learning



An end to end
Infrastructure

1. Europass learning model

2. Interoperability standards

Standards

1. eIdas & Europass code 

libraries

2. ‚docker‘ images

3. Qualifications Dataset Register

4. Playground

5. API libraries

6. Helpdesk

Software & support

1. Issuer

2. Wallet

3. Viewer

4. Accreditation DB

5. Course & Qualification Search

6. Open Data Services

Services
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