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1. Higher Education Regulatory Agency τARES 

ÇEstablishedby the State by Law No 121/VIII/2016 of 24 March 2009, the
Agencyfor the Regulationof Higher Education(ARES)and an independente
administrativeauthority with administrative,financialandfinancialautonomy.

Ç Is independent in the exerciseof its powers, without undermining the
guidingprincipleslaiddownby law by the State.

ÇThe aim is to ensure the quality of the ESin the country by carryingout the
followingtasks:

(a)Evaluationandaccreditationof highereducationinstitutionsandtheir studycycles;
(b)Accreditationof internalQualityAssurancesystemsof highereducationinstitutions;

(c)Recognition of degrees and diplomas awarded by foreign higher education
institutions.

https://www.ares.cv/assets/documentos/enquadramento/Cria%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20da%20ARES.pdf


×TheBasicLawof the EducationalSystem(LBSE),LawNo 103/III/ 90 of 29
December,as amended,by LawNo 113/V/99 of 18 Octoberand Decree-
LawNo2/2010of May07.

×Legal regime of higher education institutions (RJIES),Decree-Law No
20/2012 of 19 July2006, as amendedby Decree-Law No 12/2015 of 24
February2006.

×Decree-LawNo 22/2012of 07 Augustτ Evidenceof the LegalRegimeof
DegreesandDiplomasof HigherEducation(RJGDES).

×Decree-LawNo 36/2014of 23 July2006 layingdown rules governingthe
admission, entry, re-entry, removal and transfer of courses in higher
education.

THE LEGAL BASEOF HIGHER EDUCATION IN CAPE VERDE 



Over 25s
Post-

secondary 
qualifications

Polytechnic 
education
CESP 120 

ECTS

Bachelor 240 
ECTS

University education

CESP 120 ECTS

Bachelor 240 
ECTS

Integrated 
aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

degree 300 
to 360 
ECTS

Master 120 
ECTS

PhD

Short cycle

1th cycle of 
studies

2th cycle of 
studies

3th cycle of 
studies

NQF 
Level

Level 6

Level 7

Level 8

Access

Secondary education (12th year of schooling) or legally 
equivalent qualification

2. Cape Verdean Higher Education System



× UnderArticle1 of Ministerial ImplementingOrderNo32/2021of 15 April 2009, can
be recognisedonly thoseforeigndegreesanddiplomasissuedby an Institution (and
respective courses) are accredited by the competent authorities (Ministry of
Education/HigherEducation,ordelegatedentities)from the homecountry.

3. Recognitionof Foreign Academics and Diplomas

× Recognitionof degreesand diplomasis the act permitting the generic
recognition of a foreign academic degree or diploma of higher
education,the level,objectivesandnature of whichare identicalto the
degrees in Cape Verde as a graduate, master and doctorate, or a
diploma.



× Ministerial Implementing Order No 32/2021 of 15 April 2015 τ
Approvesthe Regulation on the Recognition and Registration of 
Foreign Degreesand Diplomas.

× Decree-Law No 22/2012 of 07 August τApprovesthe Legal Regime 

of Degrees and Diplomas of Higher Education (RJGDES).

Recognition of Foreign Grausand Diplomas

× Supporting legislation



Online Contact: Documentation required

Form made available 
on ARES website 
(www.ares.cv)

1

2Digital copy of Diploma, 
Certificate, School 
History/Diploma 
Supplement

Copy of the Dissertation or 
Tese defended, in the case of 
recognition of a degree of 
Master or Doctorate

3

Copy of identification 
document certified by 
the competent 
authorities

4

5 Copy of the bank 
deposit certificate 
by means of a 
Single Recovery 
Document (DUC) in 
favour of ARES



V Diploma,certificateand schoolhistory meet the academicdegreefor
whichrecognitionissought;

VThe title of the Course is the same for all documents
submitted;

VNumberof creditsobtainedcorrespondsto the Qualifications
Frameworkfor the EuropeanHigherEducationArea;

1

VThe details of the institution which issued the Diploma
coincide; (signatures,signatures,legalreferences);

VObtain information proving that the foreign higher education
institution and its course are officially recognised by the
competentauthoritiesof the countryof origin;

2

VConfirmation of the Diploma Authenticity/other additional information from 
the foreign higher education institution issuing the diploma. 

Technical Analysis of the Recognition Process



REFERENCE SOURCES

Ç E-MEC

Å Www.emec.mec.gov.br/   

Ç ENIC-NARIC Networks

Å Www.enic-naric.net   

Ç Chea τCouncil for Higher Education Accreditation

Å Www.chea.org/search/  

Ç IUA τ International Association of 
Universities

Å Www.iau-aiu.net/content/list-heis 

ÅWorld Higher Education Database (WHED)  



Inglaterra

Itália

França

Bolívia

Senegal

Rússia

E.U.A

Espanha

Cuba

Marrocos

China

Brasil

Portugal

Countries of origin with the highest demand for recognition of degreesand 
Diplomas



Cognos τPersonal Training and Development

Universidad Internacional Iberoamericana (UNINI)

Atlantic International University (AUI)

Scuola Internazionale de Scienze Turistiche

Esneca Business School

Some foreign higher education institutions not recognisedby the 
competent authorities of the country of origin



Relationship between ARES and the National 
Qualifications System Coordination Unit (UC-SNQ)

×TheHigherEducationRegulatoryAgencyisa memberof the
NationalQualificationsSystem.



3. ARES Digital Platform

×ARESalreadyhasits digitalplatform (PD-ARES)which will supportits
main functionalities and procedures, in particular to support the
system of: Accreditation and Registration of Higher Education
Institutions(HEIs)andStudiesCycles(EC),Evaluationof HEIsandtheir
ECsandRecognitionandRegistrationof ForeignGrausandDiplomas.



5
RGDE

4
AVAI

3
PARCE

2
AVAL

1
PDIES

Models implemented on the ARES Digital Platform

Makes it 
possible to 
manage 
Teachers and 
study cycles 

Allows the 
evaluation
processof
functioning
studycycles

Allows the 
evaluation
processof
functioning
study cycles

Makes it 
possible to 
carry out the 
institutional 
evaluation 
process

Allows for digital
management of all 
processes of 
recognition and 
registration of 
ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ I9LǎΩ Degrees
and Diplomas



Thank you for 
your attention

www.ares.cv

Ares τHigher Education Regulatory Agency

info@ares.cv

https://www.facebook.com/ARESCV18/

